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One of the nice things about Almanor small mouth is that
they can be caught year round. A knowledgeable angler
using varying techniques can catch dozens of fish on a daily
basis. These fish can be caught from boat or shore, float
tube or kayak, with fly, lure or bait. Basically it’s a matter
of figuring out the depth the fish are in and presenting your
offering in that zone.
Almanor smallmouth have six basic behavior cycles or
“patterns” over the course of the year. They are: winter,
pre-spawn, spawn, post-spawn, summer and fall. Different techniques can be applied during each cycle to increase
ones chances of success. It would take more space than
available here to give a complete accounting of all of the
possible methods that could be used in every cycle. So for

Almanor’s Hidden Treasures
By Ben Williams, Fish Dog Outdoors

The waters of Lake Almanor have long been known for
great trout fishing. The annual Hex hatch, for example,
brings hundreds of hopeful anglers to it’s shores each summer. Bait fishermen, fly fishermen and trollers alike all
probe it’s waters in search of trout throughout the year. The
trout fishing can be explosive at times. More often it can be
hit and miss for many anglers.
But Almanor has a secret. Enter the smallmouth bass.
A bronze bruiser ready willing and able to take a fly or lure.
Pound for pound smallmouth are considered to be one of
the strongest, most athletic game fish in America. And
Almanor is full of them.

this article I have decided to concentrate on one cycle.
I have chosen summer because, it’s a long cycle and it is the
time of year that the most people come to enjoy the lake.
Before going into specifics, I think it would help many readers to know a little about bass behavior. Bass live to eat, rest
and spawn. That’s it! When they are eating they are pretty
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Almanor’s Hidden Trreasures continued from page 1
easy to catch. When they are spawning it can be more
difficult as one might imagine. And, when they are resting it can be nearly impossible. Bass spawn in the spring.
In summer they eat and rest. So the key in summer is to
catch them when they are eating. Here is some good news.
Bass are cold blooded. Their metabolism increases in warm
water making them more active. They have to eat more
in summer! Another thing you should know is that bass
have no eyelids. They do not like direct sunlight. So they
will hold in areas where sunlight penetration is low. When
resting they will go off shore to a depth where they are not
affected by sunlight or boat traffic and “suspend.” Lastly
they don’t want to expend a lot of energy chasing food.
They prefer to use the ambush method.
There is a lot of food for bass to eat in Almanor. All kinds of
bugs, worms, fish etc... The two main forage foods for bass
in the lake are pond smelt and crawfish. I recommend lures
or baits that mimic these forage types. The fly fisherman
will have success with Clousers in tan and white as well
as crawfish imitations. A 6-7 weight rod with fast sinking
line and a short 5 foot leader 8 pound test will do the trick.
Gear fishermen have many options. Drop shotting is deadly
as well as spinner baits and swim baits in windy conditions. Jigs and texas rigged worms work well and will come
through the structure without snagging. Bait fishermen can
use crickets or crawfish even crawlers.

The small mouth bass fishing on Almanor can be summed
up in two words, World Class! Fish in the four pound class
are not uncommon. Two and three pounders can be caught
all day long by knowledgeable anglers. Nearly anyone can
learn to catch these great fish with a little instruction. You
can see it is almost a perfect storm of circumstances that
have come together to produce the fishing we enjoy at the
lake. After more than 17 years of guiding trips on Lake
Almanor, it has been an absolute pleasure to be a part of so
many “special” fishing trips at this special place.
One big reason for the great fishing is the fact that most bass
fishermen practice catch and release. They know that if they
kill a fish they cannot catch it again. Please remember this
and practice catch and release. Let’s keep the fishing good
here.
Ben Williams
www.fishdogoutdoors.com

Where to fish:
Because the lake level fluctuates bass will not be in the
same spots year after year. Look for ambush points
like stump fields or rocky banks. The fish will use the
stumps and rocks to shade their eyes and ambush prey.
Depth can vary day to day so don’t be afraid to experiment. Generally, catchable fish can be found from the
bank down to 20 feet during summer. Concentrate on
shady areas when fishing shallow water.
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BOARD MEMBERS
Rich Dengler, President
Eric Rudgers, Vice President
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Ray Pallari, Board Member
Gary Spence, Board Member
Robert Gonzalez, Board Member
John Crotty, Board Member
Paul Garrido, Honorary Member
Jim Pleau, Honorary Member

Notice to Fishermen
Cedar Lodge Motel is offering 10% discount
off room rates when guests use a fishing guide
from the Lake Almanor area

If it concerns fishing, we’re concerned!
The Almanor Fishing Association is dedicated to
the preservation and enhancement of the Lake
Almanor Basin Sport Fishing. We encourage
the practice of true sportsmanship, the enjoyment of the sport of fishing, and their
responsible use and management of our natural
resources. Take the number of fish you need
for yourself but please don’t take in excess of
your need or legal limit.

Newsletter printed by
Feather Publishing, Quincy, CA

New Members Needed
Please help support the Almanor Fishing Association. Thank you!
ALMANOR FISHING ASSOCIATION
MAIL-IN MEMBERSHIP COUPON
P.O. BOX 1938• Chester, CA 96020
NAME

PHONE#

STREET/PO
CITY/ZIP
E-MAIL ADDRESS
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP:

SPONSOR $100

You may count on me for help as needed:

FAMILY $50
Work Projects

BUSINESS $30
Board Committees

INDIVIDUAL $25
Funds for Special Projects
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What Makes Almanor Special

By Capt. Bryan Roccucci, Big Daddy’s Guide Service
Thinking back over the years and all the locations that you
fish, certain fishing trips just stand out. Was it that one
trophy fish? Maybe the memories made of a great trip shared
with friends or children? Lake Almanor has certainly been
the venue for many of these trips. But what makes Lake
Almanor so special? I mean there are plenty of lakes in the
mountains, with nice scenery, where beautiful trout can be
caught right?

Ken hoists up a beautiful Almanor brown

Will shows off another monster brown
The word “special” is defined as [better, greater, or otherwise different from what is usual] and Lake Almanor
certainly falls into that description on several levels. Location, access, fish population and food production all come
together in one place and make Lake Almanor special.

Does it get any better than working the water for
trophy trout while Mt Lassen keeps a constant eye on
you? Set near where the Sierras meet the Cascades, at
about 4500 feet, the topography surrounding Almanor
is breath taking. That topography also plays an important role in the lakes outstanding fishing. Several major
tributaries, as well as a few minor ones feed the lake,
set on the site of the once fertile Big Meadows. This
water supply in conjunction with the massive spring
activity under the lake serves to keep the fish and the
food supply happy and healthy throughout the year.
Late fall, winter and early spring can offer some of the best

trophy trout fishing of the year. Many lakes throughout
the Sierras hold populations of nice trout but being able to
access them year round can be tough or impossible. Many
lakes at equal or higher elevations to Almanor are inaccessible during these months due to snow, road closures and
even ice blocking your path to the fish. (The last two winters
excluded.) Still others, like nearby Eagle Lake, are closed
to fishing due to regulations. Not only is Almanor open to
fishing year round but it’s location, set between Hwy 89
to the west, Hwy 147 to the east and Hwy 36 to the north
virtually guarantee some form of access even in the dead of
winter. Of course that is not a license to be stupid, these road
ways, like all that cut through the mountains, are subject
to closures during winter storms and even with favorable
weather in the winter, at times, can be icy and unsafe.
The nutrient rich food laden waters of Lake Almanor have
become known for growing and supporting a population of
heavy, hard fighting fish including browns, rainbows, king
salmon, catfish, small and largemouth bass, as well as several other species of, shall we say, trash fish. The trout and
salmon are the main targets of my fishing charters but we
do, from time to time see some smallmouth as well as an
occasional catfish. In fact the number one call I get is for
catching browns at Almanor. German brown trout have long
been sought after by sport fisherman, known for their aggressive attitudes and strong, hard pulling fights. Almanor
has a great population of trophy browns and I have customers that come back year after year to experience the thrill
of catching one of beasts. Fat rainbows as well as hard

The Almanor Fisherman • the Official Newsletter of the Almanor Fishing Association •

2015 • Page 4

charging king salmon are also top targets at Almanor.
What keeps Almanor’s fish so thick and healthy? That’s
simple, high protein food and a lot of it. During the colder
months the fish make a living feasting on the huge schools
of pond smelt as well as Daphnia or “water fleas.” Have you
ever caught or cleaned a fish and found what looks like light
colored apple sauce in its mouth or gut? That’s Daphnia.
They live in, on and around the rocks. Fish that are feeding
heavily on Daphnia often times will have a beat up nose
from “rooting” them out of the rocky bottom and edges of
the lake. While they are small, they are a very high protein
food source. During the spring, as the water warms the fish
will switch to a diet of insects. The bug hatches that “go
off” in spring at Almanor are legendary, and of course there
is the Hex hatch in summer. Then there are crawdads and…
the menu almost seems endless for these fish.

About the author:
Capt. Bryan Roccucci is a full time professional fishing
guide, and operator of Big Daddy’s Guide Service. With
more than 17 years of professional guiding experience,
Bryan specializes in year round trophy trout fishing while
emphasizing light tackle fishing techniques on Lake Almanor (Jan.-May and Sept. – Dec.), Lake Davis (May), Bucks
Lake (May – Sept.), Lake Tahoe (June- Sept.) and Eagle
Lake (Sept. – Dec.) To book a trip on Lake Almanor or
any of the other waters fished by Bryan or for more information including current fishing reports (updated as often
as possible) please visit www.bigdaddyfishing.com or call
(530) 283-4103.

You can see it is almost a perfect storm of circumstances
that have come together to produce the fishing we enjoy at
the lake. After more than 17 years of guiding trips on Lake
Almanor, it has been an absolute pleasure to be a part of so
many “special” fishing trips at this special place.

Pam got her first Almanor Trophy
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Fish For A Wish
By A.J. Casella
Over the past decade the Lake Almanor community has
come together on the first Saturday in August to support
Fish For A Wish, which has helped to grant wishes for children suffering with life threatening illnesses. It all began
with a simple idea to honor a friend, who battled leukemia,
but we’ve accomplished so much more over the past ten
years – it’s pretty incredible to see how Fish For A Wish
has grown! Over the past ten years we’ve been able to grant
more than 35 wishes, including one very special one for
a child whose wish was to catch his first fish. Last year,
with the help of Kokanee Power, we were able to help fund
the Lake Almanor Fish Rearing Cage Program at Hamilton
Branch. Thanks to the generous support of our community
in Lake Almanor, this annual event has blossomed into an
amazing fundraiser that has three specific goals for its 11th
year: to continue supporting Make-A-Wish, to help improve and sustain the Lake Almanor Trout fishery, and to
dedicate the event to local children who suffer from life
threatening illnesses.
As we approach our 11th anniversary since the first Fish
For A Wish event, we’ve decided to continue the success of
last year’s event and join forces with Kokanee Power and
the Lake Almanor Fishing Association to fully fund the fish
rearing program. As an avid fisherman, I have always been
passionate about the amazing fishery that we have in Lake
Almanor. I grew up fishing here, and have had some pretty
incredible summers over the past 20 plus years fishing on
Lake Almanor. Not only has Fish For A Wish been able to
support so many children in need, but it has also brought together the fishing community and will now help to maintain
this incredible fishery.

All entry fees and side pots will directly benefit the trout
and salmon fishery in Lake Almanor. The money will support the fish rearing program as it is in need of funds for
fish feed. We believe that the partnership between Kokanee
Power and the Almanor Fishing Association offers a unique
opportunity to continue granting wishes for kids with life
threatening illnesses and will also help to improve the fish
population in Lake Almanor.
This year’s Fish For A Wish tournament will be held on August 1st at Big Cove Resort. Cash prizes will be awarded
to the teams that catch the largest bag limit of three trout
or salmon, with additional cash prizes for the biggest fish
caught. The fishing tournament will begin at 5:30 am and
will conclude at 1:00 pm with a weigh-in. If you’re not interested in fishing but would like to support Make-A-Wish
or the Lake Almanor fishery, we would like to invite you out
to our lunch, raffle and silent auction which will begin at
noon. This year we will dedicate the event to local children
who have very special wishes.
Entry forms and tournament rules will be available at Big
Cove Resort (530-596-3349) starting on June 1st. Please
check out our website fishforawish.com or Kokanee Power’s website kokaneepower.org for more information, entry
forms, and donation forms. If you have any direct questions
feel free to email me at ajcasella@gmail.com and remember
to follow Fish For A Wish on Facebook and Twitter @fish4awish, for information and updates about this year’s event.
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KOKANEE POWER & big cove resort PRESENT THE 11th annual:

Saturday, August 1, 2015

bigcoveresort.com

TEAM ENTRY FEES:
JUNIOR DIVISION INFO
(per participant)
 $45 (member (KP or AFA or Age 65+) / $55
JUNIOR DIVISION
(non-member)
ANGLERS FISH FREE !!!!
 THREE fish weigh-in per team
(with paid adult)
 Rainbow, Brown Trout and/or King Salmon
at least 12” in length
 Open to anglers under age 16
 A TEAM is one or more anglers
 ONE Trout or Salmon weigh-in per junior
 All team members must be in the same boat
 Must weigh-in separate from team
 One boat per team
 Junior Division Prizes
 One team per boat
 Anglers under age 16 cannot participate in Junior


TEAM SIDE POTS
~ Blind Bogey: $20.00 per team

Division if they fish as part of a team
All Junior Division Anglers must register to enter
derby

(Heaviest Limit + Lightest Limit Divided By 2)

~ Big King Salmon: $20.00 per team
~ Big Trout: $20.00 per team
~ All 3 Side Pots: $50.00 per team

Big Raffle Event

almanorfishingassociation.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Check-In, Registration, Weigh-In, Awards &
Big Raffle Event At:

Derby Chairman

BIG COVE RESORT

Gary Coe: 916-985-4943
coekanee@att.net
or
AJ Casella: 415-367-5035

FISH FOR A WISH
442 Peninsula Drive
Lake Almanor, Ca
96137

Lake Almanor

~ Raffle Tickets: $5.00 each
or 5/$20.00
~ 2 free tickets if you register before
July 20th!

Derby Registration forms available online
www.kokaneepower.org

Important Information
Registration: by mail, by phone, online or Mail completed registration no less than 7 days
at the Check-In (see below)
prior to the derby date, call the derby chairperson to register by phone or register at Check-In.
Check-In at BIG COVE RESORT

Friday July 31, 2015, 4:30pm-7:00pm and
Saturday August 1, 2015, 5:00am-5:30am
All anglers must check-in prior to fishing.

KOKANEE POWER

Derby Start Time:

5:30am (no exceptions)

P.O. Box 3857
Merced, Ca 95344
“a 501(c)3 Non-profit
Organization since
1998”

Weigh-In: BIG COVE RESORT

Starts: 12:00pm Ends: 1:00pm
* You must be in weigh-in line by 1:00pm
NO EXCEPTIONS

Lunch:

Lunch Only (not fishing, includes 2 drink coupons):
$15.00 Adults
$ 5.00 Kids

www.fishforawish.org

www.kokaneepower.org
info@kokaneepower.org

(included with entry fee & begins at
12:15pm)
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Living A Dream

By Allen Shepard, Almanor Al’s Guide Service
I was born in 1951, in the small town of El Sobrante, CA,
in the East Bay Area. As a young boy my Dad taught me
the ethics of “Working for a Living.” We also spent special
times together where I learned to “Enjoy Fishing for a Living.” Between the ages of four to six we fished for catfish
at Nights Landing, Stripers in the Delta and the Napa River
and Crappie in Clear Lake.
My Mom and Dad divorced when I was six. She remarried when I was eight. My new Dad had a great little
Runabout fishing boat. He would take me on weekends in
the San Francisco Bay for stripers, flounder and sturgeon.
One weekend the motor broke down so I made a sail with
two oars, a tarp and some rope. The wind caught us just
right and we headed for the Marina at Point Richmond.
However, the wind was pretty calm that day and six hours
later the Coast Guard rescued us about ten miles from the
marina.
After that my Dad said, “Pistol (my nickname), we need to
get a new boat.” After that we were sporting a new 25’ Chris
Craft with cabin. We fished the Raccoon Straits for strippers
and beyond the Golden Gate for salmon.

My first trip to Lake Almanor was in 1973 with my beautiful wife and our first son when he was just six months
old. I have to say, “I was Hooked.” We would come up
every year during the summer on three day holidays. We
stayed at Rocky Point Campground, from 1973 – 1980. In
1981 my wife and my two sons drove up on the 4th of July
ahead of me to get a campsite as I was working late. Well,
she got lost driving by herself and ended up stopping at the
Hamilton Branch Fire Department to ask about a place to
camp. They directed her to Lassen View Resort. My sons
and I were hooked on fishing at Hamilton Branch and Big
Springs.
I have been fishing Lake Almanor ever since. One Sunday
morning, after I hadn’t returned from fishing by noon, my
wife took a walk over the bridge at Hamilton Branch, down
Lake Almanor Drive. When I returned from fishing at 2:00
p.m. she told me that we were going to buy a little cabin at
Hamilton Branch. So we did! We are both so happy that I
got home late from fishing that day (actually my boat broke
down and before cell phone days).

My Dad was a Coast Guard Approved, California Licensed
Fishing Captain. We took out a “Six Pack” to fish for salmon past the Golden Gate to the Farallon Islands. We were
booked every weekend. When we started out, I was the
deck hand; however, as soon as I saw the waves in the bay I
was sicker than a dog until we returned to the marina.
My Dad did very well as a fishing captain and eventually
bought a 34 foot Luhrs. At this time I was 14 and delivered
newspapers for the Oakland Tribune before school. He also
told me that because I had a job, I needed to buy my own
clothes and food. Well that didn’t settle too well with me at
14 so I decided to move out of the house. I stayed with my
sister in San Pablo. The first thing I did was buy myself a
spinning rod. I started going fishing with a friend and his
Dad for trout, along the Feather River Canyon on Highway
70.

I caught this nice 4.11 pound German brown trout on
March 11, 2015 at Lake Almanor

At 15, I moved to Auburn to live with another sister and
had a job at the dry cleaners after school. I raised my own
worms in the fertile soil on the property and fished every
chance I had at the Bear River. With my earnings from the
dry cleaners, I purchased a Honda 90 motorcycle and fished
at the great American River on weekends.

In 2011 I obtained my Fishing Guide License. Also, that
same year my wife and I bought the old motel in Canyon
Dam. We turned it into a beautiful fishing lodge. We have
met many wonderful travelers to the Lake Almanor area. I
have enjoyed guiding new and old friends on Lake Almanor
for the famed Trophy Trout. We sold the lodge in 2014. The
new owners are friendly and plan on pursuing the art of fishing the Lake Almanor area.

At 16, I moved back to El Sobrante and lived with my Mom.
There I attended De Anza High School. I started working
with my brother-in-law in the window business. I was delivering windows and learned how to install and make new
aluminum windows.

I am retired now but still a licensed fishing guide. I love to
fish. I would like to take new fishing enthusiasts on the lake
to catch some of our beautiful fish. I am skilled at conventional as well as fly-fishing. I always welcome repeat guests.
I also enjoy fishing with my grandchildren so children are
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welcome on the boat. We have special package pricing for
adults with children fishing.
My grandson stayed with us last summer. He was 12 and a
very avid and excited young fisherman. After a little practice and lots of fun, he is now known around Lake Almanor
as the “Natural.” He won a first place trophy and cash prizes in the 2014 “Fish for a Wish” tournament at Big Cove
Resort.
Everyone asks me my secrets and techniques for fishing
Lake Almanor. My answer is “I Love to Fish.” I have fished
the lake during all seasons. Lake Almanor can be a difficult
lake to fish. I mainly troll with leaded core or down riggers,
with night crawlers and imitation baits. I also have great
luck with the “White Pond Smelt Flies.” I try a variety of
lures and baits. When the fish start biting I know I have the
right one.

You Can Stop Them!
Quagga/Zebra Mussels
Ruin Boats and Destroy Waters

Quagga/Zebra mussels may be tiny, but they are highly
destructive in freshwater systems because they can:
• Reproduce quickly and in very large numbers, up to
1 million larvae per spawning season.
• Colonize on both hard and soft surfaces, from the
water’s surface to more than 400 feet down, including
boat hulls, propellers, anchors, docks, and boat trailers.
• Coat submerged surfaces such as piers, pilings,
rocks, cables, boat ramps, docks, lines, pipes and fish
screens, increasing maintenance costs.
• Infiltrate and damage boat engines, bilges, live wells,
and steering components.
• Threaten the state’s water treatment plants, hydroelectric plants, and reservoirs.
• Clog municipal water intake structures and obstruct
the flow of drinking water.

My grandson, Aiden Shephard, 2014 Winner in the Children's Division,
"Fish for a Wish" tournament at Big Cove Resort, Lake Almanor

I have a very comfortable 22’6 Design Concepts fishing
boat, with Eisonglass cover for cold mornings. The boat is
equipped with downriggers, trolling motor and fish finder.
I look forward to taking you fishing.
I also fish Eagle Lake, Butt Lake and Antelope Lake if you
are interested in fishing various lakes.

• Cost taxpayers millions of dollars to repair damaged
pipes and water transport facilities.
• Wreak havoc on the environment by disrupting the
food chain by filtering the water column of phytoplankton and out-competing other species, including
sport fish and endangered species.
• Change water conditions, causing heavier aquatic
plant growth, oxygen loss, and fish kills.
• Result in infested waters being closed to boating and
fishing together.

Allen Shephard, California Fishing Guide
Licensed, Bonded and Insured
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Fishing On Lake Almanor

By Bob Kopernik, Lucky Grady Fishing Guide Service
The almost nonexistent snow pack in the local mountains
last year caused the entire water column of Lake Almanor
to be unusually warm. Like a lot of others, I didn’t fully
appreciate how these conditions would affect the entire fishing season.
I started fishing in the first week of May and was amazed by
the size and quantity of the fish we were catching. It was
surprising to see so many hatches of insects that early in the
year. By early June the bite had slowed significantly and
I, like most other fishermen, was struggling to consistently
put decent catches of quality fish in the box. It seemed like
the bite just shut down for no apparent reason.

After beating my head against the wall for several weeks in
late June, I decided that the fish must have gone deep into
cooler water. I started working the deep water off Rocky
Point and the Feather River Channel off the face of the dam.
I was fishing from 40 to 55 feet deep and tried every bait,
lure and attractor that I own; I even trolled some ocean gear
I use for saltwater salmon. Like other areas on the lake, I
could “see” plenty of fish but just couldn’t get them to consistently hit anything I offered.
While I’m writing this article (mid-February) it looks like
the 2015 fishing season will be similar to last year. So what
did we learn and what tactic will produce a few more fish
this year? I will start out the season using the proven methods I have described in previous AFA articles until the bite
tapers off. See http://www.almanorfishingassociation.com/
documents/Newsletters/. When that happens I’m going to
start experimenting by drifting natural looking wet flies and
baits, like meal worms and crickets, as slow as I can over
areas that I have consistently caught fish in past years. Once
the pond smelt are about three quarters grown, I’ll try some
jigging. And because trolling is in my blood and truly my
preferred fishing method, I’ll be doing plenty of that, but
maybe not quite as exclusively as I have in past years.
I came across a 20 year old book titled “The Complete
Guide to California Fishing” written by Tom Stienstra. It
was gratifying to me that so many of the suggested tactics
he wrote about were techniques I routinely apply to my fishing methods. I’ll share what I believe are probably the four
or five things all fishermen can use to improve their fish
catching results.

What I believe happened was the warmer water caused
prolific insect and pond smelt hatches which provided an
unlimited source of natural food for the fish. (Somewhere
I came to believe that the vast majority of the insects are
eaten by fish while they are in the larva stage within the
water column, not on the surface where we often see them
feeding.) There were a couple of days when there were so
many airborne hatched bugs that it was impossible to inhale
without getting them into your nose and mouth. With all
the natural food available, I believe the fish went on feeding binges almost anytime they were ready to eat, and they
were not very motivated to chase after and attack the baits
and lures that we fishermen had to offer. The good news in
the above scenario is the fish got really big.
The 2014 season produced more big trout than I or anyone
I spoke with can remember. Early in the spring, five pound
fish were common and by mid-summer there were reliable
reports of 6, 7, 8 and 9 pound fish being caught. The local
newspaper published a photo of a 12 pound rainbow and I
was shown a cell phone image of a 14 pound brown taken
from shore near the dam.

I have often said that 90 percent of the fish are caught by

Alex with a nice fish!
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10 percent of the fishermen. Tom says it a little different.
He says 90 percent of the fish are caught in 10 percent of
the fishable water. If you are not fishing over some kind of
lake structure or cover, you most probably will realize only
10 percent of the number of hits or fish that should be available for that given time and body of water, especially if you
are new to the lake. And, I suggest you do some research,
homework before you start fishing. Talk to other (successful) fishermen and find out what is currently working, at
what depth and where. There is a link to Doug Neal’s weekly report on the AFA website and I post my “You Should
Have Been Here Yesterday” weekly report on my bulletin
board at the Plumas Pines Marina on the west shore just
north of Prattville.
Never put your line in the water unless you have complete
confidence that your tackle will work perfectly and that
your fishing line and any knots tied can handle the largest
fish in the lake. The other thing to learn is how to set the
drag on your particular reel and after you get a hook-up,
don’t mess with it. Every year I hear about a dozen stories
of “the biggest fish I’ve ever seen broke the darn line right
at the boat.” It takes time and patience to play a really big
fish. One thing for sure, if you try to horse it into the net,
you most likely will be telling one of these sad stories.

“Fishing” instead of “Catching.”) To see the guides listed
with this publication go to http://www.almanorfishingassociation.com/lake_guides.html
Good luck and “THINK BIG FISH.”
Bob Kopernik
Lucky Grady Fishing Guide Service
LuckyGrady1@att.net
408.515.1503

Bob Kopernik

408-515-1503
Luckygrady1@att.net

Lucky

Grady

Fishing Guide Service
Specializing in trolling Lake Almanor

If you are not getting any hits after 30 minutes or so, DO
SOMETHING DIFFERENT! I change the depth that I am
fishing, the speed I’m trolling or the bait or lure that I’m using. If that doesn’t produce results, I’ll pick up and move
to a different location knowing that I’m wasting precious
fishing time because if my lines are not in the water I can’t
catch fish. I believe that doing something different is so
important that if I’m not getting any hits, I’ll start using a
kitchen timer set at 20 minutes to remind me that it is time
to DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT!
One last suggestion that I offer, if you are discouraged by
not catching very many quality fish or just want to gain a
wealth of knowledge about fishing this wonderful but sometimes frustrating body of water, consider hiring a fishing
guide. This publication lists a number of them offering a
variety of options. Some have patio boats for large parties
and are well suited for youngsters who do better still fishing. Others offer fly fishing or bass fishing while others offer trips that include both still fishing and trolling. Note that
I (normally) specialize only in trolling for trout and salmon.
I, and at least one other guide, offer a “Learn the Lake”
outing that actually takes you out and explains where and
how to fish five or six different areas of the lake. I spend
significant time on how to use a sonar unit, rods, reels, basic knots for tying leaders and lures, and how to rig baits.
I’m surprised how often clients need help in how to set the
hook, play a big fish and coax it into the net. Be sure to
clearly communicate with the guide that you choose what
your needs, desires and expectations are, being aware that
even the most experienced fishing guides can’t guarantee
that you will catch fish. (That’s really why we call this sport
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Lake Almanor Loses A Friend
Lake Almanor resident and well respected fishing guide
Doug D’Angelo passed away on July 3, 2014.

Doug D’Angelo with a nice German Brown
Photo courtesy of Doug Neal, Almanor Fishing Adventures
Doug D’Angelo with his clients catch for the day
Photo courtesy of Doug Neal, Almanor Fishing Adventures

Doug was born in Westwood on December 15, 1941 and
attended Westwood High School, graduating in 1959.
After graduation Doug joined the navy and was stationed in
Florida. After completing his four-year term, and one year
of reserve, Doug moved back to Westwood in 1962 with his
wife Judy and their new baby daughter Dena.
Being an avid fisherman and outdoor sportsman since he
was young, Doug began his fishing guide career in 1963 and
missed very few days on the water. Known for his hand tied
“Fish Hawk Jigs,” and his secret recipe roe, his 17 pound
German brown caught in 1988 is still one of the largest
recorded German browns caught out of Lake Almanor.
Doug wrote many articles for The Almanor Fisherman
sharing tips on where to fish and how to catch them regardless of whether fishing from the shore, trolling or using
bait. He offered insights, talked about changes, and the why
and when fish move. He often encouraged winter fishing so
anglers don’t just sit home and get cabin fever.

Doug D’Angelo - a good day of fishing for browns
Photo courtesy of Doug Neal, Almanor Fishing Adventures

Most anglers learn a lot about fishing from experience - their
learning curve, and from experiences shared with other fishermen. Doug liked to share his fishing knowledge. He has
been described by other guides as quiet, soft-spoken with
a quick wit and vast fishing knowledge of Lake Almanor.
One is quoted as saying, “When 50 years of fishing experience at Lake Almanor speaks, it’s best to shut up and listen.”
Farewell friend, you will be greatly missed.
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Tips For Trolling
There must be a hundred ways to entice a trout to strike.
Dry flies, streamers, nymphs, spoons, spinners, baits of all
varieties, plastic tub jibs, minnow-imitating stick-baits -the possibilities are endless, and that’s a good thing.
Following are some techniques you can use to make trolling
easier, more fun and even more productive.
Troll Slowly
Big fish will not expend any more energy than necessary to
catch a meal. Also, most lures will not perform correctly at
fast speeds. The best advice is to troll SLOWLY, the slower
the better. Many expert trollers, particularly when fishing
for trout, refuse to use a motor because they feel it’s just too
fast. They use oars instead. However, if you must use a
motor, make sure it will throttle down to a crawl.
Vary Your Speed
While slow is the key word, this does not mean slow all
the time. A lure running through the water at a constant
speed, at a constant depth, giving off a constant vibration
pattern will not catch many fish... there’s just nothing there
to indicate an easy meal is available or that something is in
trouble. Slowly, yes, but adjust your speed every few minutes to change the lure’s speed and vibration pattern. Often
it’s this change that acts as a trigger and causes a following
fish to strike.
Work In “S” Curves
Consistent trolling results require that you do everything
possible to keep from running in a straight line. We recommend an “S” pattern because every time the troll and lure
are on the inside swing of the boat, they will drop deeper
and slow down. On an outside turn, they will speed up and
rise. With each turn, you will impart a different action to the
troll and trailing lure, signaling MEAL TIME to nearby fish.
How many times have you watched a fish follow a lure right
up to your boat, just to turn and swim away at the last moment? Chances are that fish had been following your lure

for some distance, but the action of the lure or troll didn’t
indicate it was an easy meal and therefore didn’t entice a
strike.
Sometimes, in addition to trolling “S” curve patterns, a little
more is needed. For example, try a sharp jerk or two every few minutes or allow the troll and trailing lure to go
completely dead in the water and sink for a few feet before
continuing to troll. Another way to bring a strike from a
following fish is to double your trolling speed for several
feet and then quickly slow down. You will receive most hits
after the lure has been quickly and erratically moved and is
just beginning to slow down.
Another thing to consider if strikes are few and far between
is to go to a lighter, longer leader between troll and lure.
A six-pound premium-quality monofilament line of small
diameter will be more difficult for finicky trout to see. In
extreme situations, brought on by crystal clear water, fluorocarbon leader material has become an important part
of consistent sucess. Fluorocarbon has a refractive index
much closer to water’s than does nylon monofilaments and
therefore is said to be “invisible.”
Spinners, flies and spoons are mainstay classics of the troutrolling world. But more and more anglers are finding that
fat micro-crankbaits also do a big number on big trout. It
is a fat-bellied thing with a perch pattern that can be affixed
to a monofilament line with a small duosnap. Some anglers
run a gel scent down the back of the crank and let it out 150
feet or so behind the boat.
One of the real attractions of pulling cranks is their simplicity and low cost. You don’t need to invest in flashers, dodgers, lake trolls or bait. Crankbaits are classified by their
diving properties: shallow running, mid-range running, and
deep running. The faster you troll, the deeper a crankbait
dives, up to a point. The depth range type you choose ultimately depends on the time of year and the conditions
you’re fishing.
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FLATS/MOUTH FEATHER RIVER
9. Mouth of the Feather River.
Again extreme caution, stump fields & very shallow,
lots of grass and other vegetation can stop your prop.
Fish the stumps for smallies.
10. Chester Causeway / North Shore Campground.
Both sides of the causeway good for rainbows, browns, & bass.
Bass anglers work the stumps on the east side of the campgrounds. Parking is along the causeway.

PENINSULA/WEST SIDE
11. Bailey Creek.
This seasonal creek can flow from May into mid-July.
Good trolling area in front of the mouth & south to Bailey Springs
& back. Shallow area around the mouth & close to shore, watch
for hazards. Browns, rainbows, & bass from Bailey Creek to
Rec. Area #2.
12. Almanor Peninsula (Recreation Area #2).
Good trolling from Rec Area #2, north to BaileyCreek, or south
to the tip of the peninsula. A couple small springs just outside
the log boom hold browns & rainbows almost all year. Bait fish
on anchor or drift crickets, mealworms, or night crawlers 5 ft
off the bottom.

NORTHEAST SIDE OF PENINSULA
13. Almanor Peninsula (Recreation Area #1).
Excellent fishing opportunities, troll close to shore early and
move out to deeper water later in the morning and afternoon.
Dodgers with a nightcrawler, or flashers for deeper darker water. Good area for trolling deep with downriggers, the bottom
is consistent with few very few snag possibilities. Small mouth
bass are abundant along rocky shore line areas.
14. The A-Frame.
Some have said that this is the best spot on the Lake!
A deep water cold spring located just off the shoreline brings
them in. The A-Frame is a local land mark, it’s easy to spot that
aqua marine green roof. This area is famous for some really big
fish and limits of browns, rainbows and King Salmon from time
to time. Bait fish off the bottom or troll along the shore,both can
be productive.
15. Big Cove Resort Marina,
Boat gas, boat rentals, bait/tackle/worms and other retail services
are located at Big Cove Resort Marina. Good trolling from the
marina south past the A-Frame, & down to Rec Area #1 and back
or work the shoreline toward Big Springs.
16. Big Springs.
Several deep underwater springs are scattered along this area, and
a couple in closer to shore. King Salmon, browns & rainbows
all can be found moving around this entire area. Trolling can be
very productive, but bait fishing is often the method that produces
faster action. Crickets, mealworms, crawlers are effective for
trout. Salmon like anchovy tails 5 ft off the bottom.
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EAST SHORE FISHING

Hamilton Branch Public
Fishing Access Area

1. Hamilton Branch Area and Powerhouse.
Probably the best bank fishing at Almanor. Bait, jigs and
spinners all can be effective. Fisherman’s access, parking,
picnic tables and restrooms at the intersection of A13 and
Hwy 147. Provided by the Almanor Fishing Association.
2. East Shore.
Trolling from the Hamilton Branch into Lake Cove and on
to Canyon Dam. The east shore offers great rainbow and
brown trout action. Try rainbow runners, speedy shiners,
needle fish, or z-rays. Threaded night crawlers are good
also. Troll top water early, deeper later in the day.
3. The Snag.
While trolling the east shore beware of the “Snag”. It’s
a point that juts out and it get shallow there quickly,
hence the name. Many a downrigger ball and tackle have
been lost here; keep your eye on your depth finder. Deep
salmon hole on the south side of the snag, use anchovy.
4. Canyon Dam also known as “Geritol Cove”.
Another good bank fishing area is in Geritol Cove. For
browns and rainbows use inflated nightcrawlers or powerbait off the bottom. Trolling can be great right from
the ramp to the east shore and back. Public boat ramp,
parking, handicap access, restrooms, picnic tables.

WEST SHORE FISHING
5. Rocky Point Campgrounds.
Good trout and bass fishing right off the point. Crickets,
inflated crawlers, powerbait, or spinning tackle.
6. Prattville.
A good place to start your trolling or have breakfast.
Head west toward the jetties for browns and rainbows.
6A. USFS Public Boat Ramp.
West of Prattville, in the old town of Almanor.
Offers easy access with plenty of parking, 2 ramps with
dock, and restrooms.Very good spring and summer time
trolling from Prattville to the tip of Almanor West peninsula. Browns and rainbows will hit threaded crawlers,
lures, behind blades or a dodger, or just by themselves.
7. Almanor West.
Excellent spring time trolling for rainbows and browns,
close to shore or out in deeper water. Lead core or downrigged threaded night crawlers are recommended. Good
bass fishing later in the summer along rocky areas and
around docks. Lots of hex activity beginning late June
and through July.
8. Goose Bay - West Shore area.
Extreme caution shallow areas, stump fields, and grassy
bottom. Rainbows and browns. One of Almanor’s best
bass areas, largemouth bass, and small mouth bass. From
Goose Bay back into the airport flats. Best early morning and late evening. Use plugs lures bait or white jigs
for trout. For bass use crank baits, rattletraps, or plastic
worms.

Map Details Provided By Doug Neal
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Fishing Association Helps School Hatchery

By Samantha P. Hawthorne, Staff Writer, Chester Progressive
Members of the Almanor Fishing Association presented
a $2,700 check to the Almanor Research Institute in May
2014 to help maintain its fish hatchery.
The research institute is one of Chester High School’s
specialty classes. Science teacher Dallas Tognotti said,
“The goal of the hatchery program is to educate students
on environmental stewardship and aquaculture practices,
while utilizing local resources from the upper Feather River
Watershed.”
Several of the institute’s instructors, including Tognotti,
approached the AFA with concern over the condition of
their hatchery and the need for professional training on new
lab equipment. Tognotti said budget cuts are impairing the
school’s ability to maintain the lab.

Tognotti said, “The hatchery goes well beyond this single
class and has become the keystone program for the entire
science department. Using the aquaculture program, our
students at Chester learn about freshwater ecosystems and
energy flow, water quality and analysis, aquaculture, fisheries biology, and the laws and regulations to protect our
natural resources.”
Pictured below is the Almanor Fishing Association representative presenting the check to students and Dallas
Tognotti. From left to right: Luke Grossjan, Jessica Brown,
Madi Hudson, Marissa Schaefer, Tommy Gaither and
Dallas Tognotti

AFA treasurer Tommy Gaither said, “The AFA has always
been a willing supporter of this educational program since
its inception and agreed to fund the first year with the understanding that they would re-evaluate their finances and the
school’s needs in the coming years, and provide funding as
it is available.”
On June 6, 2014 visiting AFA members were able to see
how their donation would be used, during a student guided
tour of the facility. The students explained how maintenance issues have led to the death of many of their fish,
leaving only one full tank of live fish.
Tognotti said the money will be used to maintain, recondition and refurbish the institute’s specialty equipment, as
well as provide upgrades and improvements to the facility.

Photo courtesy of Samantha P. Hawthorne

“Almanor Research Institute is very appreciative of the support they have given us,” he said. The 2014 class consisted
of 16 students from the junior and senior classes. These
students were tasked with the management of the hatchery
and its fish; however, they were not the only ones involved
with the program.
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Fly Fishing On Lake Almanor

By Steve Rudzinski, Santa Cruz Fly Fishermen
I am the president of the Santa Cruz Fly Fishermen and
good friends with Robert Morton your local kayak and SUP
rental owner in Canyon Dam. Robert opens up his shop
and home every year for the Hex hatch and the fall fishing for pre-spawn browns down near the dam mostly in the
‘Geritol Cove” area to several members of our club. Over
the last few years we have learned some important things
about fishing this lake during these time of the year, which
I would like to share.
The Hex hatch is what we are most interested in fishing.
The rare opportunity to get a large fish take a bright yellow floating “Hex” pattern is the lure for most of us during
that brief half hour or so that the fish are rising to gobble
up these large insects before they fly off the water surface.
We generally all use float tubes although some members do
bring up their boats. Most find better fishing from the tubes
and we cover the water with stealth, having both hands free
to cast and use our legs and fins to steer and move around.

one day among a party of four on a bass boat. They put 20
beautiful brown that they landed in one of the famous coves
into their boat. They grunted when taking the stringer out
of the water because it was heavy. We learned later that they
were in violation of taking over the weight limit thinking it
was a five fish limit. The same people showed up the next
day to harvest again, others from the bank had similar results taking an unbelievable amount of fish out of the lake.
The fly guys were not getting bit and we were all appalled
by the wanton greed to keep every fish caught, letting the
bait go deep and ripping out the hook with a bloody mess to
follow. We wondered how many of these fish will end up
in the deep freezer and later thrown out with freezer burn.

We all hope that fishermen will always respect this fishery
and return fish to grow and be caught again and again giving
pleasure to the next man, woman or child who hooks up.

My favorite pattern is woolly buggers mostly in olive,
burnt orange/black. I also have scored using jig hooks and
marabou bodies to keep the fly under an indicator set at
a depth just above the bottom where the fish cruise. This
method keeps the fly in the fish zone longer, giving you a
better chance of hooking up. This method is really effective for smallmouth bass and we get our share of rainbows,
browns and ‘smallies’ this way. (Once in awhile you will
hook into something you think is the monster of browns
and after a long pull and you get it to the surface, you might
also find a huge “Squaw fish” or “Pike fish” as they are also
called. I saw a 15 pound Squaw landed after it took a Hex
fly off the surface. The local guys never saw one take one
off the surface and it made such a huge splash we all were
sure it was a brown.

We start every day getting breakfast at Carol’s and later a
piece of that famous pie. I love this lake and the area and
would love to someday retire here.
SS Rudzinski
President
Santa Cruz Fly Fishermen
http://www.santacruzflyfishermen.org/

“Wind from the West - Fish bite the Best”
“Wind from the East - Fish bite the Least”

We all love coming up to this great fishery and we all
release every fish we land, although this was not the case
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Trolling On Lake Almanor

By Cliff Spediacci, Hook & Ladder Guide Service
I have been fishing for more than 50 years. I started fishing
at Bucks Lake when I was five years old where our family
vacationed for more than 20 years.

We are looking forward to some great fishing this year at
Lake Almanor in our 2013 Duckworth 23 ft. Navigator fully
equipped for a memorable day of fishing.

My wife and I have made four trips to Flaming Gorge in
Wyoming for Kokanee and numerous lakes in central
California for Kokanee and Trout.

Call us if you are interested in a fun filled day of fishing.
Check out our Website at www.hookandladderguideservice.
com for discounts and specials.

It has been a great learning experience at Lake Almanor. I
have received a lot of information and help from veteran
fisherman at Lake Almanor.
My primary method of fishing at Lake Almanor is trolling
with dodgers, nightcrawlers, trolling flies and speedy shiners. We had good success at Big Springs, Hamilton Branch
area and the West Shore line.
April 2014 started out very good for us with numerous king
salmon in the 2 ½ to 3 ¾ pound range with some browns
and trout in the 2 ½ to 3 pound range. Starting in May,
fishing was pretty decent and continued into August for
rainbows and king Salmon with our biggest brown caught
weighing in at 5 ¼ pounds.
As water levels dropped, fishing started to slow down
for us. My experience with water being released rapidly
results in the feeding habits of the fish changing. We have
our RV at Lake Haven Resort on the east side for the season
and reside at Eagle Lake.

Scott caught this beautiful 5 1/4 pound brown in June 2014

Shirley Spediacci caught these King Salmon weighing
in at 3 1/2 & 4 pounds in September 2014
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The Thermal Curtain
What Is A Thermal Curtain?
Thermal Curtains are large devises that have been installed
in various lakes, much deeper than Lake Almanor and Butt
Reservoir to remove cold water from the lower lake levels
and distribute that water downstream for the enhancement
of those fisheries and to reportedly “..reduce the stress to
fish….”
Who Initiated the TC Concept For Lake Almanor?
TC’s were recommended by the collaborative group that
developed the proposed re-licensing of Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Project #1962, Rock Creek/
Cresta (RC/C). This proposal was accepted by FERC as
a potential option to reducing the water temperature at the
RC/C reaches, about 25 miles south of Lake Almanor. The
Rock Creek/Cresta license was granted to PG&E on the
basis that the utility company would attempt to reduce the
water temperatures to 20 degrees Celsius, or lower through
installation of a TC, or other procedures during the application for Lake Almanor FERC License #2105.
Why Are TC’s Now An Issue?
Since the issuance of the RC/C license, FERC has initiated the re-licensing of the next hydroelectric project that
will terminate in October, 2005; Project # 2105, Lake
Almanor. This includes Butt Reservoir and all of the hydroelectric facilities down to Belden. The 2105 Committee
was appointed by the Plumas County Board of
Supervisors to lead the way in developing a collaborative.
We helped implement 2105 Licensing Group (LG) that over
the past years reached agreement on many aspects of the
Lake Almanor project (water level, water quality, stream
flows, recreation facilities, etc.). This agreement was signed
April 23, 2004. However, PG&E did not provide all of the
water temperature data regarding the installation of TC’s in
Lake Almanor and Butt Reservoir, until October 2004 and
even then, not all of the material was understandable.
As the data were revealed, the proposal changed from one
TC in Lake Almanor for a cost of $13-15 million to two
more TC’s in Butt Reservoir with a total price tag of over
$50 million for PG&E Rate Payers to absorb. Then, we
learned that the water temperature reductions at the RC/C
reaches would be less than 2 degrees Celsius and based on
available, historic water volumes this reduction in water
temperature would only be viable about 50% of the time.

by them as not feasible, due to high costs and/or engineering
difficulties. It appeared to some that TC’s would be chosen
by State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB), because
of the lack of proposed options.
Members of the 2105 Committee and experts, some of
whom were AFA members, understood the degradation to
the fish and lake ecology of withdrawing large amounts of
cold water from Lake Almanor. Opposition was raised continually during the 2105 LG meetings and other forums.
A Battle Cry—“Stop The Thermal Curtain” Was Heard.
Just prior to the November, 2004 FERC Public Meetings
a very effective grass roots movement (of which AFA was
a strong voice) was initiated in the Lake Almanor Basin.
The battle-cry to “Stop The Thermal Curtain” and “Save
Our Lake” was heard, not only in Plumas and Lassen Counties, but throughout the State of California and beyond. Our
political leaders, Congressmen John Doolittle and Wally
Herger, Senator Dianne Feinstein, State Assemblymen Rick
Keene and Doug LaMalfa and State Senator Sam Aanestad
received hundreds of letters that alerted them to the seriousness of the TC proposals.
In summary, the Thermal Curtain is not yet dead, the truths
about it have slowed it’s momentum. The Thermal Curtain
is no longer accepted by most people as the solution to the
water temperature issue. Most important, is the fact that
issuance of the PG&E statement and the high support of all
our elected officials resulted from sincere efforts of AFA
and others who contributed time and finances to “Stop The
Curtain” grass roots movement.
In November 2014 the SWRCB finally released their Draft
Environmental Impact Report concerning Project #2105
after years of waiting. Once again there was strong opposition to the TC and removal of any cold water from Lake
Almanor & Butt reservoir. Currently we are all waiting for
the Final EIR to be submitted which might take a long time
to be released.

Next, we found that PG&E anticipated the removal of up to
50% of the cold water from Lake Almanor and studies indicate that this would cause a reduction in cold-water habitat.
Because, degradation to Lake Almanor fisheries to improve
water temperatures downstream is not acceptable we voiced
opposition to the proposed TC construction.
Options to TC’s were proposed by PG&E, but quickly ruled
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Custom Family Fishing Trips

By Roger Keeling, Rogers Guide Service
After living in the Lake Almanor area for 40 years, I now
spend the winter on the banks of the Sacramento River
above Red Bluff. I plan on returning to Lake Almanor this
spring.
A short run down in 2014 revealed good spring time fishing
with lots of fish dotting the surface relating to the numerous midge hatches, especially in the west end flats. Fishing
pressure was very high even on memorial week-end. The
fish were energy packed and many strikes nearly spooled
us. As summer progressed we witnessed the hottest weather
ever experienced in the Almanor area and the effects of the
drought became more noticeable as the summer moved forward. The west end spring areas of Lake Almanor became
very shallow, weedy and much warmer than normal which
prompted trout to migrate to cooler, more oxygenated areas
earlier than normal. We still had very productive trips and
if anyone was unhappy, they didn’t tell me. The amount of
small mouth bass caught during our trout trips was staggering as they were suspended in the same areas we were trout
fishing.

Ken Yeates from Magolia, CA and Bill Nelson from
Chico, CA trolling Lake Almanor with their catch of
rainbows, browns and salmon
June 2014

Roger’s Guide Service specializes in custom family trips
here at Lake Almanor and to other lakes within a one hour
drive from Lake Almanor. Many of these trips produced
over 50 fish for those who wanted to be selective and also to
let the kids enjoy catch and release.
Hope to see you in my boat this year!
Rogers Guide Service
Lic. No. 079
43 years experience
Lake Almanor Area - May – Sept
(530) 736-1040
Salmon fishing in the Red Bluff area - Sept - April
(530) 528-0525

The Gough family fishing the east shore of
Lake Almanor with Rogers Guide Service
August 2014
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Issues That Affect Fishing At Lake Almanor
By Rich Dengler, AFA President

There have been a number of different issues this past year
that can affect fishing at Lake Almanor. First and foremost
is the continuing drought that is devastating the entire state.
Except for two storms, there has been little rain in the basin.
Snow has been missing for the past two years leaving the
lowest lake level since 1977 at 4,475.80 feet in November.
The Basin also had the lowest temperature this past year at
-11 degrees. An AFA member recorded a -15 on his back
porch on the Peninsula. There was also a high of 105 degrees recorded this past summer.

did plant 6,000 pounds of browns (18,300 fish) in the lake
that were diploid, fertile fish. I do not know how the Department is interpreting SB #1148. All of the 50,000 Eagle Lake
Trout we receive from DFW for the Fish Rearing Program
at Hamilton Branch are diploid fertile fish, at least for now.
I was reviewing the brown plants going back to 2010 when
they planted 20,000 pounds of browns (78,545 fish) - what
a change in just four years.
In early November the DFW posted a document on its
website explaining why it would be cutting the poundage
of trout stocked by about 50%. The DFW is blaming the
state legislature for not releasing the funding for the states
hatchery programs. The proposal would also call for planting smaller fish so they can mature in the wild rather than
the hatchery, saving the DFW money.
California is taking steps to ban all fishing weights and gear
containing zinc, copper and lead. The California Department of Toxic Substance Control released a draft proposal
in September 2014 calling for the ban on manufacturing,
distribution and sale of most fishing gear. The California
Sport Fishing League launched a major online petition to
have fishing gear removed from the draft work plan from
six other product groups called out in the draft.
Fishing license sales declined again according to figures recently released. Annual fishing license sales have decreased
by more then 55%, including a staggering 40,000 license
drop-off in 2014.

North Shore Campground, October 2014

The Thermal Curtain came back to life in November when
the State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB) released
its draft Environmental Impact Report. A major campaign
was launched and people were encouraged to write letters
to the SWRCB in opposition to the proposals in the draft,
which calls for the removal of more summer water to cool
downstream water on the Feather River to comply with
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Project #2105. If
that does not lower the temperature to the required level,
the SWRCB would have a Thermal Curtain installed at the
Prattville towers. I don’t know how long the SWRCB will
take to come back with their final EIR. It took them 10 years
to come up with their draft report. We will see what they
come up with and will keep our AFA members up-to-date
when we know more.
Most of you know that Senate Bill #1148 was signed by the
Governor back in 2013. That bill calls for most hatchery
fish to be triploid fish. These are sterile fish. The bill also
calls for only native (rainbow) fish to be planted in California waters. That would mean DFW will not be planting any
German browns in Lake Almanor. However, last year they

California ranks dead last in statewide fishing participation
in the nation. The high cost of purchasing an “annual” recreational fishing license has proven to be a formidable barrier
to access and has contributed to an unprecedented decline.
This dramatic decline in fishing participation should be a
wake up call for California politicians and bureaucrats who
impose greater costs and regulations on recreational fishing.
If they recognize the economic value of protecting recreational fishing, they need to take immediate action to stop a
rapidly declining participation rate from turning an out-ofcontrol death spiral for fishing in the state.
These are just a few of the issues that will affect fishing in
the state in the coming years. Hunters have been undergoing direct attacks to their sport for decades and it appears
as though fishermen and women in California are going to
undergo the same type of pressure to eliminate their fishing
rights. Now is the time to support those who support the
fishermen.
With fewer, smaller, sterile fish being planned by DFW,
now is the time to practice Catch & Release. It won’t be
long before there will be few fish to catch, unless we only
take what we can eat and release the rest.
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Know Your Life Jackets
When preparing to head out on the water for a fun-filled day
of fishing, waterskiing, boating or other watersport, you must
make sure you have a reliable, appropriate personal flotation
device with you for each person on board. If stored, they
should be readily accessible.
Children under the age of 13 must wear a properly fitted,
U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jacket while underway in a
boat at all times. The law also says any person on board a
personal watercraft (like a Jet Ski) or any person being towed
behind a vessel (as in water skiing or kneeboarding) must
wear a U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jacket.
Its important to select the right life jacket for the type of
boating and/or activities you will be doing. Check to ensure that the life jacket is appropriate for your weight and
chest size and that it is properly fitted and fully clipped or
zipped up. It’s important to ensure a snug fit. Adjust straps
and buckles if you need to in order to ensure a proper fit that
does not restrict breathing. If you lift a partner’s life jacket by
the shoulders, the life jacket should not ride up to cover the
wearer’s ears. Readjust the straps and buckles if it does. If it
still does not pass the lift test, try a different size.
There are several different types of flotation devices that
come with different US Coast Guard (USCG) classifications.
In the information outlined below you will learn what types
of PFDs are available and which type is appropriate for your
watersport.
Type I PFD - Off-Shore Life Jacket
Good for open, rough or remote water, where rescue may be
slow in coming. Although permissible, a Type I life jacket
may be too constrictive for paddling.
This jacket floats best, turns most unconscious wearers face up in water,
and is highly visible in color. It is,
however, a little bulky.

Type III PFD - Flotation Aid
Good for calm inland water or where there is a good chance
of a fast rescue. Generally the most comfortable for continuous wear because of the freedom of movement.
This jacket is not for long hours in
rough water and the wearer may
have to tilt head back to avoid
face-down position in the water.

Type IV PFD - Throwable Device
In addition to a wearable life jacket for each person on board,
you must have a throwable PFD on board if your boat is 16
ft. or more in length. Good for calm inland water with heavy
boat traffic, where help is always nearby. Is available as
cushions, rings and horse shoe buoys.
This jacket is not for unconscious persons, non-swimmers
or children. It is also not good
for many hours in rough water.

Type V PFD - Special Use Device
Intended for specific activities and should only be used in
accordance with the approval condition(s) on its label. Varieties include vests for sailboarding, rafting, kayaking, deck
suits, work vests, hybrid PFDs and others.

Type II PFD - Near-Shore Buoyancy Vest
Good for calm inland water or where there is a good chance
of a fast rescue.
This jacket turns many but not all
unconscious wearers face up in water. It is less bulky, more comfortable
than Type I. It is not for long hours in
rough water.
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Catch And Release
The Proper Way To Release A Fish
Every angler should expect and be prepared to release some
portion of his catch. Catch and release has become a popular and preferred method of angling. The number of fish that
survive depends on several factors, including the length of
the fight, where the fish is hooked, water temperature, and
how the fish is handled and released. To give fish released
the best chance for survival, the following guidelines are
recommended.

Remove hooks quickly - Hemostats or long-nose pliers are
essential tools for quickly removing hooks. Cutting hooks
from a lure may facilitate lure removal in some cases; therefore, wire cutters are a valuable addition to an angler’s hook
removal arsenal.

Use barbless hooks - Barbless hooks can facilitate the
quick removal of the hook from a fish and also reduce the
risk of hooking injuries to the angler. Pinching down the
barb with needle-nose pliers works.

Cut the line - When it is not possible to remove the hook
without harming the fish, cut the line. Only a small piece of
line should be left on the hook to ease passage through the
digestive system. Research has documented that cutting the
line can greatly increase the survival of deeply hooked fish.
Play fish quickly - Try to land your fish as quickly as possible and don’t play the fish to exhaustion. This is particularly important when fishing for trout in periods of warmer
water temperatures (greater than 70 degrees F), but it is also
true for cool water and warm water species, when water
temperatures are relatively high (greater than 80 degrees F).
Keep in mind that as water temperatures warm, dissolved
oxygen levels in the water decline. Therefore, fish are subject to stress and exhaustion in a much shorter period of
time at 70 degrees compared to 55-degree water temperatures. If it takes you a long time to land fish, your drag may
be set too loosely or your gear may be too light for the fish
you are catching.
Use a landing net - The use of a fine-mesh landing net may
aid in reducing the amount of time required to land a fish
and keep it from thrashing about in shallow water or on the
shore.
Keep the fish in the water - The chance of a fish being
injured increases the longer it is held out of water. It is preferable to remove the hook from a fish you intend to release
without taking it out of the water, or at least minimize the
amount of time a fish is held out of water.
Wet your hands - Wet your hands, your net, and other materials that may come in contact with the fish. This reduces
the removal of the mucus on the fish and lessens the possibility of bacterial infection. Hold the fish upside down
while removing the hook. This can often pacify the fish and
reduce handling time.

Don’t touch the gills - Do not handle fish by placing your
fingers in the gill slits. Fish gill filaments are very sensitive
and can easily be injured. Fish should be handled by cradling the fish near the head and tail if possible, or by gently
holding the fish near the mid-section. Bass can be safely
handled by holding the lower jaw, thumb in the mouth and
forefinger under the chin.

Hold the fish upright underwater after hook removal and allow it to swim away under its own power. If necessary, hold
the fish out of the current until it revives.
Fish that are bleeding from the mouth or gills due to hook
removal and handling indicate your catch and release techniques need to improve and the fish will die most likely.
Survival is reduced significantly when damage resulting in
bleeding occurs; if regulations allow, fish that are bleeding
are the ones that you should consider keeping.
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Highlights of the 3rd Annual Almanor Team Trout &
Salmon Fishing Derby
The Almanor Fishing Association partnered with Kokanee
Power on June 14, 2014 to host the 3rd Annual Almanor
Team Trout & Salmon Fishing Derby which was held in the
U.S. Forest Service ramp area on the west side of the lake.
The event gave more than 48 teams made up of 109 people
the opportunity to spend a day out on the lake with a rod and
reel in their hands to raise needed funds that help offset the
cost of fish food for the AFA’s Fish Rearing Cage Program
at Hamilton Branch.

The team made up of Gary Coe and John Lico took first
place with three fish that weight an accumulated 15.3
pounds. That team also won the biggest trout award, with
5.76 pounder. The team of Allen Shepard, Tom Taylor, Paul
Passor and Pete Witham won the biggest salmon award,
pulling in a 4.02 pound king. The junior winner was Haylee
Trip with a 3.0 pound trout.

Sign-ups were Friday evening June 13th and again on the
morning of the derby. Fishing began at 5:30 a.m. Weigh-in
took place between 1pm and 2pm in the ramp area.
The derby, with its trout and salmon format, allowed for the
weighing in of three fish from either rainbow trout, brown
trout, or salmon as a team of three fishermen (or less).
The west side of the Almanor Peninsula hosted a remarkable balance of insect activity. According to the anglers,
bugs were everywhere and fish were packed full with them.
Anglers witnessed small schools of smelt and lots of fish.
From Rec. 2 and north along the west side of the Almanor
Peninsula, some anglers fished 50 to 400 yards offshore and
caught mostly rainbows and salmon up to 4 pounds, with an
occasional brown trout.
Kokanee Power volunteers operated the winner’s prize distributions, conducted a raffle with many great prizes, and
handled the fish weigh-in operation. The Department of
Fish and Wildlife were present and took samples of each
fish being weighed. The derby is a great place for them to
collect fish sampling at one time!
The Almanor Fishing Association provided and served
lunch consisting of pulled pork sandwiches, chips, coleslaw, water and soft drinks to all who entered the derby.
Food was also provided to non-fishermen present at the
weigh-in for $15.00.

Alan Traynor and Carol Voris show off the monster trout
they caught with Jack Schultz. The team won third place
overall. Photo courtesy of James Wilson

The Lake Almanor fishing community will come together
again on August 1, 2015 at Big Cove Resort. This years
derby will be a three-fold partnership between Almanor
Fishing Association, Fish For A Wish and Kokanee Power.
All entry fees and side pots will directly benefit the trout
and salmon fishing in Lake Almanor and support the AFA’s
fish rearing program. Entry forms and tournament rules
will be available on Kokanee Power websites and pick up
at Big Cove Resort starting June 1. For more information,
contact Big Cove Resort at (530) 596-3349. You can also
visit the following websites:
www.almanorfishingassociation.com
www.kokaneepower.org
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Services On Lake Almanor
West Shore of Lake
Plumas Pines Resort (530) 259-4343
Marina, gas, boat and jet Ski rentals. Store with
tackle, bait and other foos and beverage items.
Lakeside at The Pines – serving lunch, dinner.
Courtesy dock available as well.
Camp Prattville
(530) 259-2267
Cabins, R.V. sites, marina. Store with tackle, bait,
and other food and beverage items. Carol’s Cafe
and West Shore Deli serving breakfast and lunch
daily and dinner on Sunday. Take-out available.
Courtesy dock available.
North Cove - East Side of Lake
Big Cove Resort (530) 596-3349
R.V. sites, marina, mid-grade gasoline and propane. Store with bait, tackle, clothing, snacks,
cold beer, soda and ice. Boat rentals-pontoon
boats, fishing boats and waterbikes. Boat launch
facilities and courtesy slip as well.

Ada and Bruce Baker with some nice Almanor rainbows
while fishing with Dick Mason of Dick’s Guide Service

Elaine and Jacob Maniscalco caught these nice rainbows
while fishing with Dick Mason of Dick’s Guide Service
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Past BBQ Attendees Having Fun
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Almanor Fishing Association’s
23rd Annual Family BBQ

Saturday, August 15, 2015
4 to 9 p.m.
Lake Almanor Country Club
Recreation Area #1
Dinner served from 5 - 6 p.m.
New York Steak Dinner $22 Donation
Hot Dog Plate $5 Donation
Buy your dinner tickets early for $20 and SAVE $2
Pre-sale tickets available from the following businesses:
Big Cove Resort
442 Peninsula Drive, Lake Almanor
(530) 596-3349
LACC Restaurant
951 Clifford Drive, Lake Almanor
(530) 259-2026

Books & Beyond
140 Main Street, Chester
(530) 258-2150

Lots of Raffle and Door Prizes
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CALIFORNIANS TURN IN POACHERS
AND POLLUTERS
1 888 DFG-CALTIP(888 334-2258)
A Confidential Secret Witness Program
Californians Turn in Poachers and Polluters (CALTIP) is a confidential secret
witness program that encourages the public to provide California Department
of Fish and Wildlife Services with factual information leading to the arrest of
poachers and polluters.
CALTIP was introduced in California in 1981 in order to give Californians an
opportunity to help protect the state's fish and wildlife resources. The toll free
telephone number operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You do not have to
give your name.

FISHING FYI’S

FREE FISHING DAYS FOR 2015
July 4th (Saturday) and
Sept 5th (Saturday)
On Free Fishing days, Californians can fish any freshwater lakes
without a fishing license. All fishing regulations remain in effect.

SPORT FISHING LICENSE ONLINE NOW
You can now buy your sport fishing license online &
print them with internet access.
Licenses are required of any person 16 years of age or older.
To get your fishing license online go to www.dfg.ca.gov.
You can print a temporary document for immediate use which
will be valid for 15 days. The original will be mailed to you.
Must use a Visa or MasterCard for secure purchasing.

Have you ever felt the excitement of watching your bobber suddenly jiggle, then dive out of sight? Or feeling the tap-tap-tap of
a bass as it tastes the worm on the end of your line? Or having a
salmon practically tear the rod out of your hands as it smashes
your lure? What's that? You say you never learned to fish?
If you are new to the sport of fishing, and not sure if you will enjoy
it, a great opportunity awaits you. CDFW offers two Free Fishing
Days each year. On these days, you can fish without a sport fishing
license. Free Fishing Days provide a great, low-cost way to give
fishing a try. Some CDFW Regions offer a Fishing in the City
program where you can go fishing in the middle of major metropolitan areas perhaps just a few blocks from your home. Fishing in
the City and free fishing day clinics are designed to educate novice anglers about fishing ethics, fish habits, effective methods for
catching fish, and fishing tackle. You can even learn how to clean
and prepare your catch so you can enjoy it for dinner that night.
While all fishing regulations, such as bag and size limits, gear restrictions, report card requirements, fishing hours and stream closures remain in effect, there are two days each year when anyone
can fish without purchasing a fishing license.

Visit the AFA WebSite at
www.almanorfishingassociation.com
or e-mail us at
almanorfishing@sbcglobal.net
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